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World Peace in the Light of Sirah
of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH
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ABSTRACT

The advancement in science and technology has made the
world peace and prosperity very important at this time in the human
history. We find in the human history, since it was recorded, that
almost all the civilizations were very intolerant, brutal to their
opponents, especially, to the believers of other religions. On the
other hand, the Islamic states were the most tolerant and
accommodating to other religions. This fact is proved from the early

history of Islam during the period of the Prophet Muhammad (&)
and his immediate successors. Similar is the case in the later history
of the Muslims, during the period of the Abbasid, the Umayyids in
Spain, the Turks, the Mughal era and in the Far East. Human and
economic losses in wars were very huge during the first, the second
world wars, and the current wars being fought in Iraq and
Afghanistan. The human and material losses are horrible. The
author believes that the Prophet Muhammad (#£)’s teachings and
traditions of moderation, tolerance, human respect, freedom of
religious practice are the only ways to peace and prosperity in the
world.
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World peace is very important in the current geopolitical
situation. The advancement in science has changed the world into a
global village and as a result, the communication among individuals
and nations is very fast. Time and space barrier has almost
disappeared. Science has provided comfort and convenience on the
one side, and, on the other side, has created mass destruction
weapons. Human killing was never as easy as it is now. Thus, the
situation has taken far more very serious a shape as compared to
what it was fourteen hundred years before. The world is just a bag,
filled with explosive, which needs its fuse to be pulled as mentioned
in the Holy Qur’an:
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And hold fast, all of you together, to the rope of
Allah (i.e. This Qur'dn), and be not divided among

yourselves, and remember Allah's favour on you, for

you were enemies one to another, but He joined your

hearts together, so that, by his Grace, you became

brethren (in the Islamic faith), and you were on the

brink of a pit of fire, and He saved you from it. Thus

Allah makes his Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,

lessons, signs, revelations, etc.,) clear to you, that

you may be guided.)

In these circumstances, the peace and its effectiveness in the
world community and in the individual nation is very vital on the
one side, and the methodology to adopt for peace is, on the other
side. If we look at the human history since it was recorded from
Babylon in Mesopotamia to the twentieth century with modern
weapons, we see that the best tested methodology is the guidelines
provided and implemented by the prophet Muhammad (%) during
the eleven years of his leadership as the head of the state.
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What is peace? Peace means an act to stop war or it is
freedom from war and violence.

Religious Extremism in History:

All the religious leaders and the reformers preached peace,
but their followers, for many reasons, forgot the lesson and fought
wars and killed their opponents and those who differ from them.

In Hinduism, there were wars between Pandavas and
Kauravas.® In their Holy book it is quoted “Allow them to kill the
opponent”.®)

In another holy book, it is said that the untouchable
(Shiidhar) are not allowed to read and touch the holy book. It is
reported in their holy book:

“Ram kills ‘Shambhiika’ an untouchable saint for worshipping God

for the Hindu caste system did not permit untouchables to worship

God”. @

In Judaism, the Jews were very harsh on the non-Jews when they
were in power. The Christians became victims of the Jews during
the fifties and sixties B.H (before Hijrah) in Najran (Yemen). The
Jews always treated themselves special and sacred race as compared
to other human beings. The attempt to crucify Jesus was due to
religious intolerance. Similarly, the Jews became victim of the
Persians in Iran and Iraq. Jerusalem was destroyed. Similarly, they
were attacked by the Romans. They were made slaves by the
Pharaohs in Egypt. There is a long history of the Jews, victimizing
others and becoming victims of others brutality.

Christianity has also a history full of blood and fire. In the
fifth century A.D., the war between the Catholics and the non-
Catholics took thousand of human lives. During the Roman rule,
when the Catholicism was the official religion, the life for the non-
Catholics and the Jews was very hard. In the fifth century, the
Christian Church was very harsh and did not allow the non-Christian
to live safely The king Constantine and Hercules killed the non-
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Christian.® In the recent history, the Muslims were killed in Bosnia
and Serbia during the United Nations Peace Missions due to the
religious extremism.

In Buddhism, the Buddha’s teachings for peace are very
important. He preached seclusion and isolation, but when his
followers got power, they were very hard on the non-Buddhists. The
period of Ghandhara rule (Ashoka and Kanshik in India) was good
only for the Buddha’s followers; Hindus were living a very hard life.
In the recent days, the Muslims were killed in Myanmar (Burma)
and the same happened in Philippine.

In Zoroastrianism, its history is not different from Hinduism.
During his rule in Persia, the king Perveyz attacked the capital
Jerusalem, destroyed the temples, and killed many thousand
Christians and also twenty six thousand Jews.

Islam and Tolerance:

Islam has a different history; the leader of Islam (Prophet
Muhammad (#) himself signed the first treaty on his migration from
Makkah to Madinah with different communities living in and around
Madinah, called Yathrib at that time. This treaty is called the Treaty
of Madinah. Mawlana Saft al-Rehman writes about this situation:

“The Prophet Muhammad (&) faced three different

nations of the society in Madinah. “These were the

Muslims, the Jews, and the ancient tribes of

Madinah. The problems of every nation were totally

different from others”.®
It was among all the communities living in Madinah i.e., the Jews,
the Muslims, the non-Muslim, the pagans and other religions. Every
religion and culture were not only recognized, but also given full

freedom to practice it.

In Holy Qur’an, the followers of Ibrahimic religions are
invited to dialogue:
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(Say O Muhammad (4): "O people of the Scripture
(The Jews and The Christians): come to a word that
is just between us and you, that we worship none but
Allah, and that we associate no partners with Him,
and that none of us shall take others as lords besides
Allah. Then, if they turn away, say: "Bear witness
that we are Muslims".

Later, when Islam became a power in the region under the
leadership of the Prophet Muhammad (i), he also signed a treaty
with the Christian community living in Najran. Huzyfah reports that
two men came from Najran and requested the prophet (4£) to send a
trutstworthy man with them:
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The both of them said (to the Prophet (), "We will give
what you should ask but you should send a trustworthy man with us,
and do not send any person with us but an honest one." The Prophet
(%) said, "I will send an honest man who Is really trustworthy."
Then every one of the companions of Allah's Messenger () wished
to be that one. Then the Prophet said, "Get up, O Abu 'Ubaida bin
Al-Jarrah." When he got up, Allah's Messenger () said, "This is the
Trustworthy man of this (Muslim) nation".

It was the pact signed by the Muslims and the Christians of

Najran. According to this treaty, the Christians had full freedom to
practice their religion and culture and live their life freely. They
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were exempted from compulsory security services, rather, they were
provided security against the payment of a tax called Jizyah (reward
for services). A similar treaty was signed by the second Caliph
‘Umar, the great, with the Christians of Syria (Jerusalem) at the
surrender of Jerusalem. During the period of ‘Umar, which started
three years after the death of the Prophet Muhammad (%), the
churches used to be given the financial support by the Islamic state.
This tradition and the system continued during the period of the
Ummayyid’s and the Abbasid’s rule in the Middle East and the
Ummayyid’s rule in Spain. During the Crusades, the Muslim rulers
(e,g. Saladin) let the Christians armies go freely, while thousand of
the Muslims had been slaughtered by the Christian armies before it,

when they conquered Palestine.”” The Ottoman Empire was also

very generous with the non-Muslim communities.!? Similarly, the
Mughals were generous with the Hindus in India.

We need peace, if there is no peace among the world
communities, then, there will be no war. The losses caused by the
wars since 1910 are as follows:

The First World War (1914-18): It is estimated that 37 million:
over 16 million deaths and 20 million wounded."

The Second World War (1939-45): World War II fatality statistics
vary, with estimates of total dead ranging from 50 million to more
than 80 million."' Twenty million people were affected by the war
related diseases. Apart from these losses, the genocide of the Jews,
the Romanian and the Armenians is an agony in the human history.

I am not reporting the figures from the wars of Vietnam,
Cambodia and Korea, which were the result of the conflict between
the super powers. In the recent wars, the loss of Iraq war, which
started on the preemptive basis, the loss of human life was between
151,000 to over one million ! The economic cost to USA is 4.4
trillion dollars for the period 2003-2011. Afghanistan is over and
extra. The amount spent from 2001 to 2014 in US dollars is 4374.5
billion, a major portion of the cost is following:
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823.8 Billion US Dollars on Iraq.

718.6 Billion US dollars on Afghanistan

836.0 Billion US dollars on Pentagon Bases

471.0 Billion US dollars on Home land security

160.0 Billion US dollars on Veteran Care

315.0 Billion US Dollars on interest on borrowing.

29.0 Billion US Dollars on Noble Eagle

19.0 Billion US Dollars to Pakistan on war against
terrorism. 19

In spite of these huge human and economic losses, the main
problem is still there and the situation is like there is no light at the
end of the tunnel.

Considering the present situation and the losses caused by
the wars, the need for world peace is far more urgent and important,
now, than it was ever in the past. The present political systems and
the other religions are unable to deliver peace to the world. Now, I
would like to highlight the policy laid down by Islam for community
peace and inter religious understanding.

Islam and Peace:

The meaning of Islam is peace. When a Muslim meets
another Muslim, he greets him by saying al-Salam ‘Alaykum, peace
be with you. This term started by the Prophet () of Islam. In the
Qur’an the following Ayah clearly gives the message of peace:
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because of that we ordained for the Children of
Israel that if anyone killed a person not in
retaliation of murder, or (and) to spread mischief in
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the land - it would be as if he killed all mankind, and
if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the
life of all mankind. And indeed, there came to them
Our Messengers with clear proofs, evidences, and
signs, even then after that many of them continued to
exceed the limits (e.g. by doing oppression unjustly
and exceeding beyond the limits set by Allah by
committing the major sins) in the land!

The Prophet () of Islam always liked moderation, religious

tolerance and individual respect in the social behaviour. A Few
quotations from the Holy Qur’an will be sufficient to prove it:
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Surely, We have sent down to you (O Muhammad)
the Book (this Qur'an) in truth that you might judge
between men by that which Allah has shown you (i.e.
has taught you through the divine inspiration), so be
not a pleader for the treacherous.)
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(Say: "Shall I seek a lord other than Allah, while He

is the Lord of all things? No person earns any (sin)

except against himself (only), and no bearer of

burdens shall bear the burden of another. Then unto

your Lord is your return, so He will tell you that

wherein you have been differing.)

Moderation is a very important principle for all the human
attitudes and policies, whether it is at the individual level or as state
policies. The Qur’anic guidance is:
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And be moderate (or show no insolence) in your
walking, and lower your voice. Verily, the harshest
of all voices is the voice (braying) of the ass.

Similarly, in another Ayah, the command is:
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Say (O Muhammad): "Invoke Allah or invoke the
Most Beneficent (Allah), by whatever name you
invoke Him (it is the same), for to Him belong the
best names. And offer your Salah (prayer) neither
aloud nor in a low voice, but follow a way between.)

The difference among human beings is a part of their natural
capabilities; tolerance is the best way of teaching:
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and had your Lord willed, those on the earth would
have believed, all of them together. So, will you (O
Muhammad) then compel mankind, until they
become believers.

The prophet Muhammad (%) delivered sermon during his
last pilgrimage in Makkah on the 9th Dhii al-Hajj, which is the final
charter of peace and the human rights for a Muslim society, but it is
equally useful for the world community. He said:

O’ People! Listen to my words, for I do not know
whether we shall ever meet again and perform Hajj
after this year. O’ people! Alldah says, O’ people We
created you from one male and one female, and
made you into tribes and nations, so as to be known
to one another. Verily, in the sight of Allah, the most
honoured amongst you is the one who is the most
God-fearing. There is no superiority for an ‘Arab
over a non-‘Arab and for a non-‘Arab over an
‘Arab, nor for the white over the black nor for the
black  over the white except in God-
consciousness.?Y
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He was so concerned that he instructed his followers to
spread his message to those who are not attending the meeting' Then
he said “Have I conveyed the message”. The crowd, which was
around a hundred thousand, replied “Indeed, you have conveyed the
message.”

A Hadith is reported by Ibn ‘Abbas that the Prophet () said:
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“Be careful from extremism (GHULUW) in your
religion. Indeed, the old nations before you were

’

destroyed due to extremism in their religion.’

In another Hadith, the Prophet () said,
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“The two groups among my Ummah will never
be granted my intercession: the one is the cruel and the
unfair ruler and the second group is which exercises
extremism in the religion. I not only disassociate from
these, but will be a hostile witness on the Day of
Judgment.

In another Hadith, Prophet (#) explained the situation in
which most of the people waste their energies on non-productive
issues and create confusions and misunderstandings among masses.
It is reported by Abii Tha‘labah al-khashni. He said that the Prophet
(%) said,
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“That Allah has declared some action as

compulsory, so, do not ignore these, and fixed some
boundaries for you, do not trespass these boundaries and
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prohibited some things, do not go near to these and left
some things intentionally, do not involve in those. ”

The Prophet’s Character:

According to ‘A’ishah, the wife of the prophet (), the
character of the prophet (#) was a living Qur’an. Some of his

qualities relating to peace and harmony among human beings are
mentioned here:

Politeness was a quality of his character. Allah has given
command for politeness in the human character.
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And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them

gently. And had you been severe and harsh-hearted,

they would have broken away from about you; so

pass over (their faults), and ask (Allah's) forgiveness

for them; and consult them in the affairs. Then,

when you have taken a decision, put your trust in

Allah, Certainly, Allah loves those who put their

trust (in Him).

The Prophet (#) was always polite and kind in his personal
behaviour with the non-Muslim and the Muslims equally, except for
the enforcement of law.

Acceptability of the other faiths: Islamic society is
accommodating to other faiths. In the Qur’an, it is mentioned that
other faiths are the part of the human social culture. see the
reference 21.

Prohibition of Harassments:

According to the Qur’anic teachings, there is no enforcement
or intimidation for the change of religion in Islam, this is mentioned
in the following verse:
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There is no compulsion in the religion. Verily, the
right path has become distinct from the wrong path.
Whoever disbelieves in Taghiit and believes in Allah,
Then, he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold
that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-

Knower.

In a Hadith, the Prophet PBUH has prohibited carrying
weapons into the places of worship, in markets or with the intention
to fight with other people, who are at peace.
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Another Hadith, which is reported by Anas, says that the Apostle of
Allah said:
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“Who prays our prayer, and faces to our Qiblah
(direction during prayer), eats our food (Haldl), he is
Muslim and he is in the protection of Allah. Do not harm
those who are in the protection of Allah.”

Tolerance:

Tolerance is one of the important qualities, which is highly
emphasized in the Qur’anic and the Prophetic teachings. Similarly,
moderation is an important quality for a Muslim in his social
behaviour. In a Hadith, which is reported by Ibn ‘Umar, he says that
he heard from the Prophet () say:
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“Do not revert to Kufr after my death and start cutting
throats of one and other.”

In another Hadith, it is said that:
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“the best human behaviour is the moderate behaviour.

A Muslim society or some other states, which practices the
above guidelines in their societies, will be enjoying the best inter
communal harmonious relationships. In the present situation, these
qualities are very important to be introduced and practiced in the
multicultural societies to create harmony, cohesion and coexistence.
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